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Product Stewardship - SIEF - Data & Cost sharing - 
Agreements & Communication letters - (to be updated)

The substance information exchange forum (SIEF) has been in use since the start of REACH 
registration. Their purpose is to help information exchange to avoid duplication of tests, prepare joint 
registration dossiers and decide the classification and labelling of substances.

As registration is based on the principle of ‘one substance, one registration’. Each substance has one 
Sief, with members producing or importing at different tonnages.

If no registration has yet been submitted, you need to get organised with other potential co-
registrants and prepare the joint registration. If you are the only registrant for a substance, you 
need to proceed on your own.
SIEF members must share available scientific data and decide how to fill data gaps. You need 
to discuss the relevance, reliability and adequacy of the data available and you need to agree 
on cost sharing.
If a joint registration already exists, you need to contact the registrants and agree to join them.

The REACH Regulation says that Siefs will cease to exist on 1 June, the day after the last registration of 
substances but Syensqo express for a "continuation of a collaboration platform to take care of the post-
registration duties" (see SIEF agreement post June 2018 and communication within SIEF below).

Share information about the substances is a fundamental aspect of REACH. By doing this, registrants of 
the same substance can reduce registration costs and avoid unnecessary testing, especially on 
vertebrate animals.

All data sharing agreements have to include detailed costs information on the data to be shared. The aim 
is that registrants and/or potential registrants make every effort to ensure that the cost of data sharing for 
registration purposes is fair, transparent and non-discriminatory.

A data sharing agreement must :

itemize the data to be shared. This must include the cost of each data item, and explain how it 
meets the REACH information requirements;
itemize and justify any relevant management costs associated with the data sharing agreement 
and/or registration; and
have a cost sharing model which includes a reimbursement mechanism.

The reimbursement mechanism should take into account the possibility of future registrants joining the 
data sharing agreement at a later stage, through a method of proportional reimbursement.

Where registrants have shared information and submitted it jointly, any further costs in relation to the 
operation of the data sharing agreement should be documented annually.

Syensqo has written a   (IND-HSE-PRAS-08-guidance (to be updated - Syensqo's rules and template)
GUI) giving some advices and rules to be applied for data and cost sharing.
In addition, a  has been developed to calculation tool ( ) to be updated - Syensqo's rules and template
support GBU product stewards to define the costs of data and letter of access.

The workflow below explain the different processes when Syensqo is lead registrant or data owner

Syensqo Guidance

 Calculation tool (to be updated - 
)Syensqo's rules and template

Communication in SIEF and with 
other registrants, downstream users 
and suppliers

Effective communication between 
downstream users and suppliers at all 
stages in the REACH process helps to 
ensure that relevant information is 
provided in the supply chain. 
Actors in the supply chain can have a 
number of roles, and maybe even 
multiple roles. Depending on your role, 
you have different obligations.

See available templates on 
communications on the bottom of 
the page

ECHA Web site - Important links

Guidance on data sharing:
https://echa.europa.eu
/documents/10162/23036412
/guidance_on_data_sharing_e
n.pdf/545e4463-9e67-43f0-

 852f-35e70a8ead60

https://echa.europa.eu/support
/registration/working-together
/practical-advice-for-data-
sharing-negotiations/dos-and-
donts-for-data-sharing-
negotiations

Practical advice for sharing 
data and submitting jointly with 
co-registrants:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NAuTW65nZ-L13V0ttpKkGFyMjYE17NLu/view
https://wiki.syensqo.com/display/IHS/Product+Safety+%28PRAPS%29+-+Data+sharing+-+Cost+calculation
https://wiki.syensqo.com/display/IHS/Product+Safety+%28PRAPS%29+-+Data+sharing+-+Cost+calculation
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23036412/guidance_on_data_sharing_en.pdf/545e4463-9e67-43f0-852f-35e70a8ead60
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https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23036412/guidance_on_data_sharing_en.pdf/545e4463-9e67-43f0-852f-35e70a8ead60
https://echa.europa.eu/support/registration/working-together/practical-advice-for-data-sharing-negotiations/dos-and-donts-for-data-sharing-negotiations
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https://echa.europa.eu/support
/registration/working-together
/practical-advice-for-data-
sharing-negotiations

Disputes in practice  

https://echa.europa.eu
/documents/10162/17223
/factsheet_costs_datasharing_en
.pdf/c4595798-0634-4f3b-a247-
d518b999ba1f 

Disputes can relate to sharing of data or to access to the joint submission, or, most frequently, to both. ECHA assesses whether the parties have 
made every effort to reach a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory agreement. The decision will depend on the efforts made by the parties.

 SIEF & Loa Agreements - Communication in SIEF and with other registrants, downstream users and suppliers

More questions? Contact .the Global Registration team
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